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Education:1977: Degree in Biology, University of Padua. 
 

Academic History: 1983-1991 Assistant Professor, Botanical Institute and Department of Biology, University of Padua. 
1992-1993: Associate Professor of Plant Physiology, University of Urbino (Pesaro, I). 
1993-2002: Associate Professor of Plant Physiology, University of Verona (Verona, I). 
2002-2005: Professor of "Biochemistry and Molecular Biology", University of Aix-Marseille (Marseille, F). 
Since 2005-: Full Professor of Plant Physiology, University of Verona (Verona, I). 
Since 2024 : President, Anton Dohrn Experimental Station (Naples, Italy). 
 

 

 
Research Area: He has always been interested in primary productivity and in particular in photosynthesis, photoprotection, 
chloroplast biogenesis, photoperception, bioenergy, biofuels. He was a pioneer in the study of light harvesting systems for 
plants, mosses and unicellular algae (Light Harvesting Complexes, LHCs): the supramolecular complexes of pigments and 
proteins that are primarily responsible for the absorption of photons and determine the efficiency of the photosynthetic 
process. LHCs are the most abundant membrane proteins in the biosphere and bind 70% of chlorophyll, the pigment that makes 
the earth a green planet. He is presently the P.I: of the ERC Advance Grant  GRINSUN (Green Interface between Sun Energy and 
the Biosphere).  

 

Visits and assignments to foreign institutions: In between 1983 and 1990 he carried out research activities in various European 
laboratories: The Department of Physiology, Carlsberg Research Centre, Copenhagen, DK( Prof. Diter von Wettstein); The Institut 
de Biologie Physico-Chimique, Paris ( Prof. Pierre Joliot) and Department de Biologie Moléculaire, Université de Geneve ( Prof. 
Jean-David Rochaix) ; from 1994 to 1996 he lectured Photobiology at the University of Lausanne. He was Visiting Research 
Professor at the Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing (2012), at the Juelich Phenotyping Centre (Ge) and at the University of 
Berkeley (2017). 

 
Publications: He is the author of 290 articles in international newspapers and 38 book chapters. 

Bibliometria: H factor: 102 (https://scholar.google.it/citations?user=-SNf1wMAAAAJ&hl=it); citations: 29.000. 

 

Conferences and seminars: He has given invited talks at more than 120 international congresses and has held more than 200 

seminars in universities and research institutes. These include the "Daniel Arnon lecture" at Berkeley University (2015), the 

"Annual Lecture in Plant Biology" at the Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing (2012) and the Diter von Wettstein Memorial 

Lecture at Kiel in 2018. 

 

Institutional and Academic Positions. 2010-2019: Vice-President of the International Society of Photobiology; Since 2012 he has 

been a member of the editorial board of "Molecular Plant"; 2019-2020: Director of the Doctoral School in Natural Sciences and 

Engineering of the University of Verona; Since 2012 he has been president of the scientific committee of the Anton Dohrn 

Zoological Station in Naples (I). He was (2012-2015) a member of the scientific committee of CREA (Center for Agronomic 

Research) and of the Department of Biotechnology of the CNR (in 2015). (2023- ) Member of the International Affairs 

Committee, of the Agriculture Committee and of the Environment Committee of The National Academy of Lincei. 

 
Awards:  1996-Baccarini-Melandri Prize. 2009: von Humboldt-Helmholtz Prize; 2012: Chinese Academy of Sciences Award; 

2018: Herlitzka Prize for Physiology. 
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  Editorial activity   
   

Associated Editor of Molecular Plant. Associated Editor of Plants, Associated Editor of Biology Direct.  Previously served 
as associate editor of BMC Plant Biology, Journal of Phycology, Planta and Journal of Integrative Plant Biology.    


