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Founded in 1666 by Colbert, 

ruled by royal decrees of 20 

January 1699 and later of 21 

March 1816, the Academy of 

Sciences is an independent 

institution. It is now placed 

under the protection of the 

president of the French republic 

and is one of the five academies 

forming the Institut de France.
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In this twenty-first century, characterized by a fast increase of knowledge, the 

emergence of new areas of research and the emergence of societal concern 

about scientific and technological progress, the Academy of sciences 

transformed and rejuvenated tackles the new challenges with:

An augmented membership: its 

statutes modernized have allowed to 

increase the number of members  to 

264 academicians and to elect at 

each session, 50% of its new 

members at an age of 55 or less 

actively engaged in research

An open election procedure

taking into account emerging 

disciplines with elections of new 

members carried out by 

multidisciplinary commissions 

implemented

Freedom of thought: the Academy 

statements and position papers are 

based on scientific reasoning and 

arguments preserved from external 

constraints

A collegial operation relying on a 

range of scientific backgrounds but 

united around a common trust in 

science. The academy and its 

members aim at proposing a rational 

path to understanding and coping with 

scientific progress



High level events in the form of 

meetings and colloquia.

Prizes and medals to reward the 

best and most promising 

scientists

Election to membership 

Encourage scientific life

Artificial intelligence Ocober 4, 2016



Condensed matter physics in the 21st 

Century, January 26, 2016

The future of robotics in France

June 16, 2016



Frontier simulations in solid and fluid 

mechanics, May 9, 2017

Scientific issues in the ethics of 

numerics, May 23, 2017



Colloquium « 100 years of quantum revolutions » 

May 24, 2016



On going reflections on science education in 

primary and high school education: participation 

to the Foundation « La main à la pâte ». 

Network of advisors in rectorates.  

"Speed Science » meeting with high school 

students. 

Educational activities in the homes of illustrious 

scientists

Promote science education

Speed science : academy members

meet high school students



High school students and their professors were at the Académie des 

sciences on Friday, June 3, 2016 to attend a conference by Sandra 

Lavorel, member of the Academy, on « Biodiversity at the service of 

societies»

Science outreach



Publication of the Proceedings of the 

Academy of Sciences (Comptes 

Rendus)

Online video release of public 

meetings, website, electronic Letter, 

...)

Archives available to researchers

Specific programs: twinning with 

legislators ...

Participation to interacademic activities in european 

and international networks (EASAC, ICSU, IAP, 

STS forum...).

Science diplomacy through bilateral cooperations.

Actions to foster co-development in Africa and 

around the mediterranean  contour

Transmit knowledge

Foster international science collaborations

Joint statement on the

Energy transition in

France and Germany

July 10, 2015

In the twinning program, Jean-Pierre Brard 

deputy of Montreuil visits EM2C lab, CNRS



Engagement in interacademic networks

Representatives of 14 science academies gathered for the 

G-sciences meeting in Tokyo (17-20 February 2016)





The Academy plays the role of a think 

tank, drafting reports, statements and 

position papers to provide advice to 

society and decision makers

Provide expertise and advice

Energy prospective

Committee. La recherche 

scientifique face aux défis 

de l’énergie. EDP Sciences, 

Les Ulis, 2012.



Avice on the energy

transition

6 January 2015

Advice on 

« Climate change and the 

transformation of the energy system

3 novembre 2015

Joint statement on the

Energy transition in

France and Germany

July 10, 2015

Elements to clarify

the debate

on shale gases

15 November 2013

14Sebastien Candel, 18 novembre 2015 



L’Humanité Dimanche

(Marc Fontecave)

Le Journal du 

Dimanche

(Eric Westhof)

Le Figaro

(Jean Salençon)

Samples of articles 

published 

in the press by 

members of 

the Academy 



To know more about the Académie des sciences

http://www.academie-sciences.fr



https://www.facebook.com/academiesciences/

Big advances

in biology



1666 - Birth of the Academy of Sciences of Paris, 

at the initiative of Colbert;

1699 - The Academy becomes the Royal Academy 

of Science, with bylaws defined by the king;

1793 – Suppression of the royal academies: 

French (created in 1635), Inscriptions and Belles-

Lettres (1663) and Science (1666) ...

1795 - Creation of the National Institute 

"responsible for collecting discoveries and develop 

the arts and sciences";

1803 - Napoleon restructures the National Institute 

into four classes (Physical and Mathematical 

Sciences, French Language and Literature, History 

and ancient literature and fine arts);

From Louis XIV to modern days

1806 - Following the 1805 decree, 

members of the Institute cross the Seine 

and settle in the former Collège des 

Quatre-Nations;

1816 - Each of the four classes of the 

Institute retrieves the name Academy.

The Academy of Moral and Political 

Sciences joins the other four academies  in 

1832;

Today - Under a research act of 18 April 

2006, the Institute of France and the five 

academies are legally defined as public 

entities with a special status.



Representatives of forteen science academies des sciences 

gathered for the G-sciences meeting in Tokyo 

(17-20 February 2016)



Gravitational waves and black holes

April 5, 2016

Oceans: the origin of life and use of 

resources, April 12, 2016



« Maths and sports », conference by Etienne Ghys, 

mathematician and member of the Academy to high 

school students of the Paris rectorate

Outreach



Common statements of the G-sciences 2016

Strengthening disaster risk resilience Nurturing future scientists


